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President Warren 
 
Westport is in our sights but 
firstly a big thankyou to 
Graham and Carol for such a 
great weekend in Dannevirke. 
It was a blast from the past for me as I had worked 
on the development of Oringi freezing works when it 
first opened. Good to see its second life as an 
industrial park working so well. I also worked with 
Eastons at that time which morphed into RCR (which 
we visited seeing their world leading boiler 
manufacturing) and Metalform Ltd who gave us a 
very interesting and informative tour of their plant 
showing us their innovative mowers and sprayers.  
Dinner at Oruawharo Homestead Takapau was special 
as we had a conducted tour of the homestead and 
grounds learning the rich history of this iconic 
homestead, the site of our army’s first mutiny. It is  
being beautifully restored by Peter and Dianne Harris, 
I new Peter in the computer industry in Auckland, so 
another good catchup. 
We really enjoyed all of the weekends activities. 
Some were sorry the Public Trust Office is no longer 
open for Business and had to settle for a photo on 
the seat outside. 
We can now look forward to Westport. Chris and 
Murray have prepared a great program. Jeweline and I 
hope to see you all there with our World President 
Sven. 
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WESTPORT FLY-IN 
OCTOBER 6TH- 8TH 2017 
 
Our organisers of this exciting 
weekend: Chris and Murray Allison  
chris.allison@allisonavionics.com 
 
Join us to welcome World 
President  

Svend and Carina Anderson 
 
Flying into Christchurch on Thursday 5th 

October, overnighting and getting the 

early morning Tranzalpine train to 

Greymouth for a beautiful scenic tour 

followed by a shuttle through to Westport 

on Friday 7th October. The same return 

trip to Christchurch via shuttle and train 

on the Monday 9th October. 

 

If you would like to take this option, please email Chris. The more of us taking 

this tour the cheaper the price. This will be separate from the registration fee. 

Estimate around $250 return. May be less. 
Registration fee includes all meals except breakfast. 
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Accomodation 
Our recommendation is the Buller Court on Palmerston. 

email stay@bullercourtmotel.co.nz

Phone :  03 789 7979  

Fax : 03 789 7501 Reservation 

Freephone  0800 832 432.  

They offer 4 x garden studios (1-2 people) at $140 per night; 4 basic studios 

(1-2 people) at $125 per night or 5 x 2 bedroom units at $155 per night plus 

$20 for any additional adults.  Should this become full, our other option is  

the Westport Spa on Palmerston  

email stay@westportspamotel.co.nz 

Phone 03 789 5273 or  

Freephone 0800 375 273  

which offers upstairs spa and shower 

units at $145 per unit or downstairs 

shower only at $130 per unit.   

There are 8 studio units and 2 x 1 

bedroom units at $160 (not certain if these are upstairs or downstairs). 

 
Our Weekend Program 
 
Friday 6thOctober 2017 

• Meet and Greet at local restaurant in the evening from 6pm (set menu) 
Saturday 7th October 2017 
• Morning activity, split into two groups with a treasure to take home and a 

visit to local museum 

 

 

• Lunch at Granity 
 
 

• Afternoon Tour of Denniston 
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• Evening combined dinner with Westport Rotary with guest speaker at local 

business centre – not to be missed and a great facility for the community 

 

Sunday 8th October 2017 

• AGM 

• Visit to local mine and market via Punakaiki  

 

 

• Lunch at infamous restaurant followed by tour and afternoon tea with some 

colourful characters 

 

• Afternoon scenic drive followed by dinner at local restaurant 

 

You can register by clicking this link Fly-in Registration

We can all look forward to exploring this iconic West Coast town which is so rich in history 
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IFFR WORLD PRESIDENT ELECT Phil 

 
I was asked by Chairman Warren to write an article on how I became our 

Fellowship World President Elect.  To refresh my memory I went to my Log 

Book to check dates. 

 

Our first IFFR Fly-In February 16th 1996 was to Nelson, also first crossing of 

Cook Strait.  I had about 500 hours in the Log and Judy and I had a great time 

being made very welcome by the rest of the fellowship whom we had never 

met.  Had to leave the plane there though due to weather and came back 

across Cook Strait IFR in Dave Jenkins C210 TWA. 

 

Later that year I did a makeup at Oshkosh and met Brian Andersen from 

Chicago, an IFFR member so I was starting to meet international members.  I 

have since visited Brian and Caryl at their beautiful home at Downs Grove 

Airpark also that year the September NZ Fly-in was in Waipukarau where again 

we met more members from our chapter, namely Roy and Marlene Marsden.  I 

must add I was a victim of Marlene’s wit that day as well. 
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Meeting Peter Christie at the February 1997 Fly-in at Whakatane which has to 

go down as one of the greatest NZ Fly-ins ever held was a pleasure.  Peter and 

his team just did the most amazing tricks on us and took us to very different 

places.  As I recall Malcolm McClure flew his 210 over from Australia a week 

early to attend (a date mix up). 

 

In September that year NZ and Australia had a combined Fly-in at Norfolk 

Island and with the help of Nigel Christie (Peter’s son) flew a Saratoga RG 

there (my first oceanic). 

 

There I met a great many Australian members, Ern Dawes, Brian Condon and 

Graham Mockeridge to name of few.  Graham became a great friend and I was 

devastated when we lost him and Jose in Portugal. 

 

In 2000 the NZ Section put on a fantastic International Fly-About with fellow 

American IFFR members Sam Bishop, Herman Hassinger, Brian Andersen and 

Michael Graves who flew his Aerostar over from the States.  Others who made 

the trip were Charles Strasser, Ian Kerr, Angus Clarke and many of our 

Australian friends. We even had the Catalina taking them around the South 

Island which impressed the visitors greatly. At the conclusion of this Fly-About 

I was priviledged to fly with Graham Mockeridge to the Gold Coast in his PC210  

AR – Lord Howe – Coolangatta. 

 

It wasn’t until June 2003 that Judy and I did our first post Convention Fly-

about through Northern Queensland meeting some       International members 

and visiting as far inland as Long Reach. 

 

Every Rotary Convention I have been to since I try to spend time in the IFFR 

Booth in the House of Friendship where you meet members and other 

interested Rotarians in our Fellowship. You never know who will pop in for a 

chat. 
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I suppose the seed was sown that I belonged to an amazing organization with 

true International Fellowship and I would support it in any way I could. 

 

Sometime ago when Past World President Ern Dawes rang and suggested I put 

my name forward, Judy and I were quite humbled to be asked.  After working 

out whether business wise it was possible I said yes. 

 

So that is it. I hope I can steer our organization as well as all Past Presidents 

have and contribute to it’s ongoing success. 

 

 

Vice President Australasia Region – Ian Jenner 

 

I started flying in 1987 and joined the IFFR during 

1997. A few years later I was elected secretary 

treasurer and have held that position, seems no one 

else wants the position. 

When Svend Anderson was elected world president, he 

asked me to take on the position of Vice President 

Australasia Region. This position exists to provide 

support to WP Svend and the Chairmen of the Australia 

and NZ sections. 

We are fortunate to have Mike McFarlane in Australia and Warren Sly in NZ 

who have done such a good job they have not needed any help from me. 

 During the year we have worked with the District Governor of District 3450 

Eric Chin in Hong Kong who wanted to establish IFFR there. 

Eric says he has signed up 17 members to form a Hong Kong IFFR Squadron. 

We hope to go to Hong Kong and get this underway later this year. 

  

WP Svend has now asked me to chair a committee to review the IFFR by Laws 

to make recommendations for changes that may be needed and bring them up 

to date. 
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2018 Chatham Islands Trip  

April 2018 

by Michael Bryant michael.bryant@xtra.co.nz  

Ph 06 3292443 Mob 0274 402620 

 

 

 

Hotel Chatham’s has put together a package 

that includes – 

Accommodation  

Hotel or Travellers Rest double / twin room 

own en-suite 

Full continental breakfast, packed lunch. three 

course dinner daily. 

Return airport transfers, guided bus tours, all concessions, visitors map. 

 

The price is $400.00 a night or $2000.00 per person for a minimum group of 

20 and a min 5 nights stay  

Or we could stay six nights returning on the 7th day price $2400.00 per person. 

 

Optional extra  Pitt island day tour  

 $400.00 Per person, 2/3 hrs fishing charter 

$195.00 per person. 

 

The airfare return Wellington is $898.00. 

Wellington is the preferred departure point as it has three flights a week.  

 

The hotel has advised they already have confirmed bookings for February and 

March 2018 so the earliest we could go would be the 7th of April 2018 a little 

over a year from now. Weather wise I think this is still ok but wouldn’t want to 

be too much later.   

 



LIFT July 2017 

Page 9 of 14 

 

To sum up the cost for the package including air fares will be a little under 

$3,000.00 per person for 5 nights. 

 

We will need to act fairly quickly to secure bookings for this once in a life time 

experience. For those who would like to take this opportunity up please 

confirm your interest by e/mail by the 26th of March. Once we have a 

indication of numbers and can make the idea work we will look for a deposit 

and confirm bookings. 

I look forward to hearing from everyone. 

 

Dannevirke memories 
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